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Berg, Maxine, 1950-A woman in history -Eileen Power, Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this publication, and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate. Information regarding prices, travel timetables, and other factual information given in this work is correct at the time of first printing but Cambridge University Press does not guarantee the accuracy of such information thereafter. 1 Nor are they those of the medieval historian. But I am an economic historian and a female historian. As a biography this book makes no claims to be definitive; new material and new perspectives in future will, no doubt, recast some of what I have written. I have tried to set Eileen Power in the intellectual and cultural history of her generation, to analyse her work and the contribution she made, and with this to uncover what I could from fragmentary evidence the details of her personal life, the longings and disappointments as well as the successes and pleasures she experienced as a woman. I hope the picture that emerges of her provides the combination of serious analysis of her work and reconstruction of the personality that made her so much more than the books and articles she wrote.
I am grateful to the Women's Committee for support, and for the new focus of interest it gave me in the historical association founded seventy years ago by Eileen Power, R. H. Tawney and Ephraim Lipson. Many members of the Society have been very generous with ideas and suggestions, and sometimes recollections. Negley Harte and Theo Barker, guardians of the Society's memory, had not thought much about the women before, but they then told me many stories and put me on to many connections. John Hatcher helped me with the medievalists and with some key sources. This book could not have happened without the papers and information provided by Lady Cynthia Postan. She has not given me access to everything she knows and all the papers she has, for some of these things are entwined with her own life. But she has provided me with all that she could. She has kept careful guardianship over the memory of a woman she never knew, the first wife of her husband. It is to her that we owe the publication of Medieval Women, and I am deeply indebted to her for her insight into the personality, indulgences and frivolities that were part of the making of this scholarly woman.
The Robertson sisters, to whom this book is dedicated, have grown from babies to young girls during the making of this book, and they think it is time to stop sharing their mother with the Power sisters. John Robertson, my husband and fellow historian, has been not just a husband but c a historic friend'. He has read my typescripts and demanded that I write better, and he has listened with sympathy and understanding as I have tried to be an economic historian. 
